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The Role of the Wood Products Development Council

Established by statute within the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, the Wood Products 
Development Council is tasked with supporting and encouraging the practice of forestry and the manufacture of wood 
products. The Council works to improve public understanding and appreciation of New York’s forests and forest products, 
and to direct attention and funding to programs and ventures that sustain existing forest product markets and promote the 
development of new markets. 

Council members are appointed by Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and include recommendations from the Senate 
President, Speaker of the Assembly, Senate Minority Leader, and Assembly Minority Leader. The Council serves as a forum 
for open discussion of the challenges and opportunities facing New York’s forestry sector. The unique coalition provides 
the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets with the opportunity to collaborate with a variety of forest industry 
stakeholders, including loggers, forest landowners, wood product manufacturers, state environmental conservation and 
economic development agencies, associations representing forest landowners and industries, and members of the public. 

Through its cooperative efforts, the Council helps to provide economic, social, and environmental benefits for New York 
State, while enhancing both the efficacy of government programs and the quality of life in upstate communities. Increasing 
the economic contribution of New York’s forest industry helps to generate employment, invigorate the economies of rural 
communities, and incentivize the sustainable management of the state’s forest resource. 

New York Wood Products Development Council Membership
2015-2016

Former Member Current Member Organization
Kevin King, representing  

NYSDA&M Commissioner
Kevin King, representing  

NYSDA&M Commissioner NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

Sloane Crawford, representing 
NYSDEC Commissioner

Rob Messenger, representing  
NYSDEC Commissioner NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

Steve McGrattan, representing  
ESD Commissioner

Jane Thelen, representing  
ESD Commissioner Empire State Development

Steve Servies Steve Servies Gutchess Lumber Co.

Doug Handy Doug Handy A&H Forest Management, Inc.

Mike Farrell Mike Farrell Cornell University

Mike Hanlon Mike Hanlon Cotton-Hanlon, Inc.

Alan White Vacant Catskill Center for Conservation and Development

John Bartow Ed Wright Empire State Forest Products Association

Jim Waters Jim Waters Statewide Forest Landowners Association

Maureen Fellows Maureen Fellows SUNY ESF

Kathy Juckett Vacant Metowee Lumber & Plastics

Rob McCormack Vacant International Paper Co.
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Summary of 2015-2016 Council Meetings

The New York Wood Products Development Council held 7 meetings during 2015-2016:

u January 7, 2015 via conference call;
u January 28, 2015 via conference call;
u June 23, 2015 at SUNY ESF, Syracuse;
u October 22, 2015 at Paul Smith’s College;
u January 21, 2016 at the State Fairgrounds, Syracuse;
u June 8, 2016 at SUNY ESF, Syracuse; and
u October 27, 2016 at SUNY ESF, Syracuse.

All meetings were conducted in accordance with New York’s Open Meetings Law. 

January 7, 2015 

The meeting opened with a discussion of the Governor’s request for initiatives to assist the economy of New York State’s 
Southern Tier. The Council brainstormed strategies to help develop the region’s forest industry. The group then discussed 
the drafting of the 2014 Annual Report and funding requests for potential projects. Council members considered proposals 
to fund an evaluation of New York’s 480-a Forest Taxation program and to purchase data for IMPLAN economic modeling. 
The conference concluded with a report on the Council re-appointment process. 

January 28, 2015

Members of the Council convened via conference call to discuss two timely subjects. The group first reviewed the 
Governor’s State of the State address in regard to the forest industry and the role of the Wood Products Development 
Council. The conversation then shifted to the Annual Report—members discussed changes and additions to the text, as 
well as the timing and manner of the report’s release. 

June 23, 2015

The session began with an overview of the Council’s NYS fiscal year 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 budgets and spending plans, 
which included a discussion of expenditures on past, ongoing, and proposed projects. The Council accepted requests to 
conduct research in relation to the state’s forest economy and the 480-a Forest Taxation program. The group was updated 
on the progress of the Norway Spruce log testing project and provided information on the Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s (DEC) five New York State Forest Initiatives. The meeting concluded with a discussion of long-range budget 
plan development, which included consideration of Empire State Development’s Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) 
process, the Governor’s Southern Tier grant, tradeshow opportunities, and local BOCES partnerships.

October 22, 2015

The primary focus of the Council’s fourth meeting was on developing strategies to support and expand the state’s logger 
workforce. Representatives of Paul Smith’s College outlined efforts to integrate logger training into the school’s forest 
management program. The Council considered its potential role in facilitating this initiative. The group also discussed 
the need for statewide logger training and the possibility of collaborating on the development of an educational “working 
forest” display at the NYS Fair. The DEC presented its 480-a Forest Taxation program evaluation. Council members 
provided updates on the Norway Spruce log testing and IMPLAN economic modeling projects. The meeting concluded 
with a presentation proposing the Council’s participation in the NYS Pride of New York campaign. 
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January 21, 2016

Representatives from NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets (NYSDAM), DEC, and Empire State Development (ESD) 
reported on topics including the 480-a Forest Taxation program evaluation, Regional Economic Development Councils 
(REDC)/CFA awards, and Southern Tier initiatives. The group accepted a proposal to fund the completion of an annual 
report and discussed the development of the NYS Fair working forest display. The Council was presented with an overview 
of the proposed Adirondack North Country Association (ANCA) “Wood Supply and Supply Chain Infrastructure 
Project.” The group agreed to support the study. Other topics addressed included the strategic direction of the Council, the 
introduction of the Governor’s “New York Grown & Certified” initiative, and ecological threats to the forest industry. 

June 8, 2016

The meeting opened with a series of state agency reports, covering topics such as the 480-a Forest Taxation program 
update, REDC/CFA process, efforts to contain the spread of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), international market opportunities, 
and NYS Grown & Certified. The Council carried motions to support both a marketing project and the ESF 2015-2016 
Annual Report. The session also included updates on the Norway Spruce testing project, ANCA project, and the working 
forest display. The meeting concluded with a brainstorming session on possible education and outreach initiatives to 
support the state’s forest products industry. 

October 27, 2016

Reports from NYSDAM, DEC, and ESD covered the New York Grown & Certified marketing campaign; potential markets 
for NYS wood products; Council membership and appointments; taxation programs and the DEC Empire Forestry 
Initiative; and REDC/CFA awards. Following a budget report, the group was updated on the development of the ESF 
Annual Report, IMPLAN summary reports, the Norway Spruce testing project, and ANCA study reports. The Northern 
Forest Center requested the support of the Council for the implementation of a modern wood heat marketing strategy. 
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Wood Products Development Council Activities
The Wood Products Development Council is a unique coalition including the forest products industry, the forest 
landowners, and the state government. Its principle mission is to promote the wood products industry as an economic 
development tool for the state of New York. This goal has guided the Council’s decisions and actions since its inception in 
2009. 

In 2016, the Council sought to further its mission by exploring the issues and opportunities facing New York’s forest 
industry, and by initiating a series of projects and activities designed to support the forest industry, the forest landowners, 
and the sustainable management of the forestland itself.

Evaluating the Economic Importance of New York’s 
Forest-Based Economy

New York’s forests have long contributed to the state’s economic, social, and environmental wellbeing, providing numerous 
tangible and intangible benefits for the state’s residents and visitors. In recent decades, New York’s forest resource has been 
recognized as one of the state’s most important assets, responsible for various economic benefits throughout the entire 
region. However, such returns are contingent on the continued viability of the forests themselves. Responsible forest 
management and active support of New York’s vibrant forest-based industry are essential to ensuring maximum long-term 
benefits and economic returns. 

Industry Individual Sectors
Forestry and 
Logging

Forestry, forest products, and timber tract production; Commercial logging

Wood Products Sawmills and wood preservation; Veneer and plywood manufacturing; Engineered wood 
member and truss manufacturing; Reconstituted wood product manufacturing; Wood 
windows and doors manufacturing, cut stock, resawing lumber and planning, other 
millwork including flooring, wood container and pallet manufacturing; Manufactured home 
manufacturing; Prefabricated wood building manufacturing; All other miscellaneous wood 
product manufacturing

Pulp and Paper Pulp mills; Paper mills; Paperboard mills; Paperboard container manufacturing; Paper bags 
and coated and treated paper manufacturing; Stationery product manufacturing; Sanitary 
paper product manufacturing; All other converted paper product manufacturing

Wood Furniture Wood kitchen cabinet and countertop manufacturing; Upholstered household furniture 
manufacturing; Non-upholstered wood household furniture manufacturing; Institutional 
furniture manufacturing; Wood office furniture manufacturing; Custom architectural 
woodwork and millwork.

Agriculture Crop production; Vegetable and melon farming; Fruit and tree nut farming; Greenhouse, 
nursery, and floriculture production; Animal production and aquaculture; Fishing, 
hunting, and trapping; Fluid milk manufacturing; Creamery butter manufacturing; Cheese 
manufacturing; Animal; except poultry; slaughtering; Meat processed from carcasses; Poultry 
processing; Wineries. Excludes the Forestry and Logging Industry.

Table 1. Individual sectors that make up the forest and agricultural industries (based on the IMPLAN industrial descriptions).
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The value of New York’s forests to the state’s economic growth 
has been demonstrated in numerous studies over the years. 
Prior estimates of the annual economic impact of the forest 
industry ranged from $4.6 billion to around $10 billion. In 
2016, the Wood Products Development Council partnered 
with SUNY ESF to update and expand upon facts and figures 
presented in earlier assessments of New York’s forest-based 
economy. The Council expended $13,855 of allocated funds 
to purchase 1996-2014 New York State data for IMPLAN 
economic modeling. The preliminary report, New York 
State Forest Industry: An Economic Overview, employs 2014 
IMPLAN data and a multiplier analysis to paint a clear 
picture of the importance of New York’s forest industry to the 
state’s overall economy. In this analysis, the forest industry is 
composed of four different industries (Forestry and Logging, 
Wood Products, Pulp and Paper, and Wood Furniture).  The 
agricultural industry was also included in the analysis as it is 
the other major rural economic activity in New York (Table 
1). Data sets were obtained from federal, state, and private 
sources, and analysis was conducted at SUNY ESF.

IMPLAN is a widely recognized economic impact assessment 
software system that combines a set of databases with a system 
of modeling software. IMPLAN allows for the development 
of input-output models that can estimate the full economic 
impact of an industry. Once direct economic impacts are 
identified, IMPLAN can calculate the indirect and induced 
effects based on a set of multipliers and additional factors. 
Multipliers account for the “ripple effects” of an industry’s 
production throughout the economy. Larger multipliers 
indicate more economic linkages or “ripples” within the region. In the evaluation of New York State’s 2014 forest industry, 
multiplier effects were used along with direct effects to provide a better representation of the impact of the forest industry 
on the economy (Table 2). 

Output Value Added Employment Labor Income
Forestry & Logging 1.77 2.01 1.43 1.73

Wood Products 1.86 3.16 2.00 2.31
Pulp & Paper 1.73 3.16 3.09 2.77

Wood Furniture 1.72 2.17 1.62 1.83

Table 2. SAM output/output, value added/value added, employment/employment, labor income/labor income for the four  
industries of the New York forest industry. 

Overall IMPLAN Results

In 2014, the forest economy of New York generated $13.1 billion in direct output. Statewide, the industry supported 41,394 
direct jobs and $2.5 million in direct labor income, resulting in an average labor income of $61,526 per forest industry 
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worker. In total—taking into account direct, indirect, and induced effects—$22.9 billion in annual industry production, 
over 6.2 billion in labor income, and nearly 100,000 jobs are attributable to the operation of the New York State forest 
industry (Table 3). 

Output Value added Employment Labor Income
Direct 13,086,964,989.19 3,000,254,333.83 41,394 2,546,814,304.89

Indirect 6,425,206,921.32 3,545,993,931.37 31,104 2,333,001,066.66
Induced 3,370,962,724.84 2,234,351,268.29 22,888 1,354,114,482.69

Total 22,883,134,635.34 8,780,597,539.35 95,386 6,233,929,854.25

Table 3. The direct, indirect, induced, and total statewide effects of the economic activity of the NYS forest sector in 2014. 

Regional Analysis

The forest sector plays an important economic role in all regions of New York State. For the purpose of the report, the state 
was divided into nine regions—Western New York, Finger Lakes, the Southern Tier, Central New York, the North Country, 
Mohawk Valley, the Capital District, Mid-Hudson, and New York-City-Long Island (see Figure 1. These regions correspond 
to the Empire State Development’s regions which are also the Regional Economic Development Council areas.  , with the 
exception of the New York City and Long Island regions, which were combined into a single region. Direct impacts and 
regional multipliers were used to estimate the indirect, induced, and total economic impacts of the forest industry in each 
region in terms of output, value added, employment, and labor income. 
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Figure 1. The 10 New York State economic development councils.
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The New York City-Long Island region and the Capital District region produced the highest total outputs for New York 
State’s forest industry, generating $4.6 billion and $3.8 billion, respectively. The total forest industry output exceeded $1.1 
billion in every region except the Mohawk Valley, where the industry generated a total output of $670 million. Within 
all regions except Finger Lakes and Mohawk Valley, the production levels for the forest industry were greater than the 
agricultural industries. The forest sector was most prominent in the North Country region, where it accounted for around 
5% of the total regional output. Among the nine regional industries examined in the study, the forest industry of the New 
York City-Long Island region created the greatest level of economic output, the highest labor income and value added, and 
the highest level of employment (Figure 2). 

Figure 2. The total economic impacts of the forest industry within each region. 

Economic Breakdown of New York State’s Forest Industry

New York State’s forest-based economy consists of four 
industries—forestry and logging, wood products, pulp and 
paper, and wood furniture. Around 70% of the statewide 
economic activity created by New York State’s forest sector in 
2014 is attributable to the production activities of the pulp and 
paper industry. The industry produced $9.3 billion in direct 
output, resulting in a total statewide output impact of $16 
billion. Pulp and paper was the strongest forest industry within 
each region in terms of employment impact, labor income, 
and value added. Over 52,000 total jobs (direct, indirect and 
induced) were generated throughout the state, most of which 
were provided in the Capital District region (9,600 jobs) and 
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the New York City-Long Island region (9,000 jobs). Pulp and paper, 
along with wood products, yielded the highest value added multiplier 
among the forest industries. The industry generated a total of $5.7 
billion in value added.

New York State’s forestry and logging industry produced $303 million 
in direct output, resulting in a total statewide output of $539 million 
(Figure 3). The industry created 3,941 direct jobs, which led to an 
additional 1,816 jobs and resulted in a total of 5,757 jobs. The forestry 
and logging industry generated its strongest employment impact 
in the North Country region, within which almost half of the jobs 
(2,458 jobs) were created. The industry generated the lowest level of 
employment in the Mid-Hudson region, creating 144 jobs. 

The wood products industry produced around $2 billion in direct output, resulting in a total statewide output impact 
of $3.7 billion. The industry created over 21,000 total jobs across the state with its strongest employment impact in the 
Western New York, New York City-Long Island, and Capital District regions. The wood products industry generated a 
total of $1.5 billion in value added statewide—$275 million of the value added was created within the New York City-Long 
Island region and $199 million of the value added was created within the Capital District region.

Figure 3. The total regional employment impact for each industry within the nine regions.
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The wood furniture industry generated approximately $2.6 billion of total economic output and $935 million in total labor 
income statewide. The industry produced its strongest employment impact in the New York City-Long Island region, 
where it generated a total labor income of $400 million—created primarily through the manufacture of wood kitchen 
cabinets, custom woodwork, and non-upholstered wood household furniture. 

Conclusions

IMPLAN economic modeling demonstrates that the forest industry supplied substantial benefits to New York State in 
2014. The results reveal significantly greater annual industry production and employment levels than previous estimates. 
The economic impacts of the forest industry extend across all regions of the state and produce positive effects that ripple 
throughout the entire economy. 

The Council intends to allocate funds to generate updated economic reports on an annual or bi-annual basis. Future 
reports will provide useful information for forest stakeholders and policy makers. 

Assessing Northern New York’s Forest Industry

In northern New York, 2015 was marked by an increased demand for forest products and limited supply infrastructure. 
Amidst such circumstances, the Adirondack North Country Association (ANCA) and its partners launched a study 
of the region’s forest products industry. Innovative Natural Resource Solutions, LLC, a northeast U.S. based consulting 
firm, conducted the study. The purpose of the project was to address threats to the viability of the northern forest timber 
economy and to explore options for addressing some of the challenges facing the industry. The study also investigated the 
potential ways in which the addition of robust complementary markets for low and high value wood, along with additional 
infrastructure to support its sustainable use, could help rebuild the North Country economy. 

The WPDC provided 
$25,000 to support the 
assessment of northern New 
York’s current timber supply, 
workforce, infrastructure 
and markets. 

The study relied upon 
research and data 
development by the USDA 
Forest Service’s Forest 
Inventory and Analysis 
(FIA) data set, the Forest 
Service National Woodland 
Owner Survey (NWOS), 
state data and a series of 
interviews with experts and 
forest industry business 
leaders. The investigations 
and analyses yielded several 
major findings: 
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u Approximately 3.6 million of the region’s 8.8 million acres of forestland qualify as accessible timberland. Of the 
available acreage, 91% is privately owned;

u The timberland base experienced significant growth over the last 100 years and has remained relatively stable in 
recent years;

u Current harvests are approximately 4 million tons annually. Approximately 78 million cubic feet (2.4 million 
tons) of timber growth each year are not currently being harvested and are physically available for harvest without 
reducing the standing forest volume; 

u Timber harvest levels measure significantly below annual growth. As a result, up to 3.2 million additional tons of 
timber will be available annually in the 14-County region by 2036;

u The region contains or is adjacent to the full-suite of forest products markets. Therefore, any tree harvested in the 
region has either a low-value or higher-value market; 

u The supply chain infrastructure required to move timber to market is in place in the region;
u The harvesting and trucking infrastructure is adequate to supply the existing forest products markets at their 

current demand level;
u The harvesting and trucking infrastructure is inadequate to supply the existing forest products markets at increased 

demand levels. An aging logging and trucking workforce suggests future constraints;

The goal of the northern New York forests project was to provide decision-making guidance to industry leaders, work-force 
development groups, policy makers and potential investors in the forest products industry. Several recommendations were 
offered to forest stakeholders based on the results of this study:

1. Sustain existing forest product markets

Stakeholders should prioritize the maintenance of the economic activity and infrastructure of the region’s significant and 
relatively robust forest products industry. Such efforts are necessary to ensure that the industry continues to provide the 
economic benefits of jobs, taxes and the local cycling of money.

2. Encourage forest products markets to positively influence the logging and trucking infrastructure 

The existence of the forest products 
markets is essential to the operation of 
logging and trucking businesses. The 
manner in which the markets interact 
with the businesses that supply their 
raw material can positively or negatively 
impact the economic health of the supply 
businesses. Care and close communication 
are particularly important during or after 
constrained market periods—times when 
the demand for manufactured products is 
reduced and/or when the supply exceeds the 
demand—to ensure continued logging and 
trucking operation. Existing forest products 
markets in the region should approach 
their relationships with suppliers with 
consideration for the long-term viability of 
the suppliers and the industry as a whole.
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3. Sustain and expand State investment in the forest products industry 

Investment in Working Forest Conservation Easements in the region—over 700,000 acres worth since 1993—has been 
essential to maintaining the timberland base available for harvest. The state is advised to continue to prioritize investment 
in such easements. Land Trust Working Forest Conservation Easements should be explored as an option when New York 
land trusts are working with timberland owners. These investments encourage the sustainable management and harvesting 
of timber. New York Capital Grants program, which has made investments in forest products manufacturing facilities, 
should make comparable investments in the timber supply infrastructure. New York State is advised to help address private 
landowner carrying costs through property tax policy and cost share programs. Landowner outreach and education 
programs should be supported as well. 

4. Sustain and expand New York’s involvement in logger training programs

The NY Logger Training (NYLT) program, SUNY ESF logger 
training programs at the Ranger School, and the recent state 
appropriation to Paul Smith’s College toward a modern 
logger-training program, are critical to building a workforce 
capable of meeting future demands. It is recommended that 
selected members of the forest industry partner with Paul 
Smith’s College to assist with the design and development of 
its nascent program to ensure that the training best meets the 
needs of the region’s logging and trucking businesses.  
The WPDC will take these recommendations into 
consideration when working to develop strategies to expand 
the forest products industry across the state of New York.  

Introducing the Norway Spruce to New York State Lumber 
Inventories

The availability of locally grown, renewable and strong building material is essential to the sustainability of New York’s 
lumber industry and forest-based economy as a whole. Thus, the introduction of additional construction-grade material 
to New York’s timber resource can potentially lead to economic benefits that positively impact the forest industry supply 
chain.

The Northeastern Manufacturers Association (NeLMA) is accredited by the American Lumber Standard Committee 
(ALSC) to develop and publish grade rules to facilitate the uniform marketing of the region’s softwood lumber products. 
The association is the rules writing agency for Eastern White Pine and the grading authority for Eastern Spruce, Balsam 
Fir, the Spruce-Pine-Fir (SPFs) grouping and other commercially important eastern softwood lumber species. 

Norway Spruce, a non-native species from Europe, was introduced to the United States as early as 1860. While it has long 
served as dimensional framing lumber in Europe, the species has, until recently, not been approved for such uses in the 
United States. Recognizing the potential benefits of approval, NeLMA launched a project to assess the suitability of Norway 
Spruce as a resource to manufacture construction lumber. On October 20, ALSC certified Norway Spruce for home 
construction and industrial applications, making it the first major U.S.-grown, fully tested softwood species to be added to 
the list of approved lumber since the 1920s. 
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The University of Maine’s Advanced Structures and Composite Center partnered with NeLMA to test Norway Spruce for 
strength, durability and other structural qualities. Researchers destructively tested a total of 1,320 pieces of 2x4, 2x6, and 
2x8 lumber cut from trees harvested in New York, Maine, Vermont, and Wisconsin. Analysis was followed by months of 
deliberation and intensive review by the U.S. Forest Products Laboratory. The study determined the Norway Spruce to be 
suitable for inclusion in the SPFs grading category. This action indicates approval of the species for home construction 
applications such as wall studs, floor and ceiling joists, and a variety of industrial applications. 

Upward of fifty percent of the country’s Norway Spruce is located throughout the state of New York. The addition of 
the species to the North American timber resource has the potential to be particularly beneficial to the state’s economy 
and environment. Dedicated to supporting the state’s forest landowners and industry, the Wood Products Development 
Council (WPDC) allocated $4,467.58 to support NeLMA’s log testing project. 

The inclusion of Norway Spruce as an approved building material has the potential to positively impact everyone along the 
supply chain from forest landowners, loggers, and lumber mills to retailers, builders and homeowners. The sale of timber 
products in New York provides forest owners with approximately $250 million of revenue annually. Revenues are projected 
to rise as the vast Norway Spruce inventory becomes available. The maturing Norway Spruce resource has the potential to 
catalyze the development of new markets and increase interest from existing facilities. 

New York’s state-owned forests are sustainably managed to ensure their continued health and integrity. The volume of 
Norway Spruce on state-owned property exceeds 900 million standing board feet. The use of Best Management Practices 
will help ensure that the Norway Spruce will continue to be a positive economic influence on the state well into the future.

The WPDC will work to develop strategies to foster markets for New York State Norway Spruce and continue to promote 
the economic activity of the state’s diverse forest products industries.
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Promoting New York’s Diverse Forest Products

In addition to supporting and expanding the development, processing, and manufacturing of New York State forest 
products, the Wood Products Development Council works to help the forest industry develop domestic and foreign 
markets for its value-added products. 

Encouraging State Economic Development Opportunities 

In recent years, the Wood Products Development Council has worked to increase awareness 
of New York’s vibrant forest products industry through the promotion of economic 
development opportunities throughout the state. Governor Cuomo’s Regional Economic 
Development Council process has assisted 35 wood product companies, representing $29 
million in awards, retaining approximately 1980 jobs and creating 230 jobs.

The integration of wood products into accepted branding programs has the potential to 
connect New York’s rural producers to a large consumer base. Pride of New York was 
introduced in 1996 as the state’s branding program for locally grown or made agricultural 
products. The marketing campaign was designed to strengthen consumer confidence in New 
York products. The Wood Products Development Council worked with Pride of New York 
to increase the program’s outreach, and in 2015, The NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets expanded the program 
to include New York Wood Products as a distinct product type. 

The Council is currently considering the potential role of forest products manufacturers in other state branding programs, 
such as the Governor’s recently launched New York State Grown & Certified initiative. The program is anticipated to phase 
out Pride of New York. The inclusion of Wood Products in the new program may help New York’s rural producers take 
fuller advantage of the growing market demand for local, high quality, and sustainable products.  

In the coming months and years, the Council will continue to promote economic development opportunities as a means to 
encourage investment in all phases of the forest industry supply chain and manufacturing process. 

Developing Export Markets for New York Hardwoods

The United States grows more temperate hardwood species than any other region in the world. Hardwoods—including 
oak, maple, and cherry—are well suited for a variety of commercial applications, ranging from flooring and cabinetry to 
molding, furniture, and fuel. Accordingly, high-quality desirable hardwoods can be of considerable economic value. The 
nation’s commercially important hardwood resource is concentrated in the northeast. 

Hardwoods dominate New York State’s forests; the Northern Hardwood forest type—composed primarily of American 
beech, yellow birch, and sugar and red maples—in particular, makes up over half of the state’s forest cover. New York 
hardwoods are prized worldwide for the exceptional quality and consistency of the material. However, despite the superior 
qualities and tight growth rings of its hardwoods, New York must compete with other states to meet the growing global 
demand for American hardwood products. 

The American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC) is the leading international trade association for the U.S. hardwood 
industry, representing hardwood exporting companies and the major hardwood product trade associations. The worldwide 
program promotes American hardwoods in over 50 markets and more than 35 countries. All initiatives are carried out by 
the U.S. hardwood industry and the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
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AHEC membership allows for participation in the Hardwood State Export Group (HSEG)—an informal coalition of trade 
specialists from eastern hardwood states that receive AHEC funding. The group collaborates on multi-state efforts to 
increase sales for U.S. wood product companies through the development of international markets and opportunities. 

The Wood Products Development Council supports New York’s membership in the AHEC. Inclusion in the association will 
provide the state’s hardwood suppliers with a distinct advantage in an increasingly competitive global market. Additionally, 
the Council hopes to eventually secure a full-time hardwood trade specialist or overseas economic development agent to 
work with HSEG to increase New York’s presence at trade events that promise significant opportunities for New York mills 
and manufacturers. 

The Council will continue to develop strategies to improve the business climate for New York State’s forest industry and 
facilitate the development of expanded and new markets for the state’s high quality wood products. 

Engaging and Educating the Public

In an effort to support and expand the forest products industry, the Council plans to assist in the development of an 
interactive “working forest” display at the Great New York State Fair. The WPDC will partner with the NYS Department of 
Agriculture and Markets, SUNY ESF, and representatives from the wood products industry to create and run the exhibit. 
The display will provide information on the importance and potential of the state’s forest resource and industry. Visitors 
will gain insight into the different forest industries, watch logging team demonstrations, see how products are made, learn 
about sustainable forest management practices, and discover the ways in which forest products impact their everyday lives. 

The working forest exhibit will help community members to discover the story and people behind New York’s diverse forest 
products, strengthening the critical link between producers and consumers. 
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